Tools of the Trade

As a member of a Stage Management team, it is recommended that you have a kit of tools, equipment, and supplies to help you undertake your job. Many reference books will hold variations on the suggestions below, and ultimately much is down to your personal preference. That said, a good stage manager would have the majority of the items listed below.

· Scale Ruler 1:25 + 1:50

· Chalk

· Coloured PVC tape

· Clothe tape measure, preferably x 2

· Chalk line/ Snap line

· Knife

· Scissors

These will be necessary for the Mark Up, ( more detailed information is contained on the sheet How to Mark Out)

In common with many people working in Stage Management and technical theatre the following items are almost universal prerequisites: 

· A Leatherman

· A maglite

· A stopwatch

· A personal organiser

To add to this you will also need:

	· Plain A4 paper
	· Highlighter pens

	· Ruler
	· Post it notes

	· Pens inc. red and green
	· Stapler

	· Large lever arch file
	· Lots of pencils

	· File Dividers
	· Pencil sharpener

	· Scissors
	· Erasers

	· Hole punch
	· Paper glue

	· Hole re-inforcers
	


Much of this list is of course basic day-to-day stationery. Additionally with this you can make up the Prompt Script, should you be the DSM or show caller.

It’s a neat trick in the rehearsal room, being able to produce from your Stage Manager’s kit anything that your actors and director may require. It helps to reinforce the perception of the Stage Manager as efficient and organised. The list could of course be very long to cover every eventuality. Perhaps you could consider including the following items:
· Plasters (By law they should be Hypo-allergenic)

· A first aid kit

· tampax

· A needle and cotton (Black and White)

· Safety Pins various sizes.

· Shoe Laces

· Plenty of notebooks

· Large black marker Pen 

· Fine black marker pen

· Elastic bands.

· Small pocketknife

· Change for telephones 

· Blu-Tak

Some Stage Manager's carry a thing called a 'panic box', which might include many of the items above the above list.

A basic tool kit is also very useful.

A medium sized lockable toolbox is a good investment to store all these items in.
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